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O ver the last 50+ years of the 
Auxiliary, your support for 

our staff education and 
development has been vital in 
providing opportunities that have 
allowed us to continually 
improve our care.  When our 
staff, either new or experienced, 
learns and enhances our 
capabilities, it is a tremendous 
benefit to the care we provide 
our community.   
 Thanks to your support, along 
with last year’s Fling Fund-A-
Need, we have been able to 
designate and remodel an area 

O ne of the 
many won-

derful things that 
the Auxiliary does 
for the hospital is 
fund continuing 
education for 
Fitzgibbon staff.  
While the Auxilia-
ry board mem-
bers get to hear 
feedback from 
the attendees 
about their con-
ferences or work-
shops, our mem-
bers may not  
realize the impact 
that continuing 
education has on our community. 
   This past May, the Auxiliary helped Sarah Vaillancourt, OTR/L, Director 
of Fitzgibbon Rehabilitation Services, attend the 2018 Indiana Hand Care 
Conference in Indianapolis. The conference appealed to Vaillancourt be-
cause it included a hands-on anatomy lab, which was something she had 
not experienced since attending the University of Missouri.   
 Vaillancourt has worked in the physical therapy/occupational therapy 
department at Fitzgibbon for ten years.  In that time, she has seen consid-
erable growth in her department and an increasing number of patients 
who need more direct hand-care therapy.  At the conference, she learned 
new techniques and enhanced her skills with the newest therapeutic care 
for patients of all ages.   
 Vaillancourt and her team see many patients daily, and each treatment 
is different depending on their specific needs.  Whether it is a child pre-
paring to enter school that needs help with tactile skills, someone who 
suffered a work injury, or a stroke victim, each person requires a tailored 
form of therapy.  At the conference, Vaillancourt learned how to design 
and mold hand splints specifically fitted to each patient to help them man-
age tasks in their daily lives.    
 Vaillancourt shared a few of her patients’ stories to illustrate that every 
patient case is unique.   
 A high school boy had worked very hard to complete his courses and 
graduate early so that he could pursue his dream of being a mechanic.  A 
tragic work accident happened leaving him with a fractured hand.  He 
came to therapy thinking that his dreams were shattered, but he soon 
learned otherwise when Vaillancourt helped him to rebuild strength and 

Auxiliary Support Strengthens 
Fitz Rehab Department 

Sarah Vaillancourt, Occupational Therapist and 
Director of Rehabilitation Services at Fitzgibbon, 

demonstrates a hand brace that allows a person with 

gripping difficulties to use a pen or a spoon. 

Dr. Darin Haug 
Fitzgibbon Hospital 

President & CEO 
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that is adjacent to the Women’s 
Center and Med/Surg for the 
specific use of education, training 
and development — this is now 
called the Continuing Education 
Room.  As the centerpiece of the 
Continuing Education Room, we 
are awaiting the arrival of our 
new patient simulation system.  
The patient simulator is called the 
NOELLE Maternal and Neonatal 
Simulation System, or as we refer 
to it, the Mom-Baby Simulator.  It 
has state-of-the-art technology 
that provides real-life capabilities 
for multiple patient training 
scenarios.  It will be a wonderful 
complement in advancing the 
education and training of patient 
care. 
  We believe it is imperative to 
never separate quality and 
compassion when it comes to the 
care of others, so we felt as an 
organization that there were 
opportunities to impact the 
community in areas of grief and 
loss, especially families who have 
received care through our 
hospice.  Chaplain Richard DeFord 
received additional training in this 
area, and we began our first 8-
week recovery group in January.  
Our next 8-week group will begin 
with a community information 
meeting on March 25, 2019.  This 
program is aimed at helping 
individuals in any one of 40+ 
areas of loss — whether it be 
illness or the death of a loved 
one, a relationship breakup, job 
loss, or a change in life situation.    
It is offered completely free to the 
community.   
 As always, we thank you for 
helping us make healthcare a 
priority in our community through 
your advocacy and ongoing 
support.   

 

THE AUXILIAN 

 Dr. Darin Haug 

by Suzie Stallings, Treasurer 

I n 2018 Fitzgibbon Hospital Auxiliary marked its 53rd year, continuing to 
strive to fulfill its mission to render volunteer service to Fitzgibbon 

Hospital and its patients. 
 The Auxiliary is a personification of R. Satoro’s words, “Individually we 
are one drop. Together we are an ocean,” with each member contributing 
to the hours of planning and implementing the ocean of our fundraising 
projects and activities.  In partnership with Fitzgibbon Hospital, the 
Auxiliary supports requests from departments throughout the hospital for 
“Wish List” items, scholarships for students in the healthcare field, and 
staff requests for continuing education conferences and in-services.  It is 
through our fundraising events throughout the year that the monies are 
raised to fund these requests.   
 In 2018 the Auxiliary sponsored two rummage sales, one in the spring, 
the other in the fall.  The total raised from these two sales was a whopping 
$5,334.  Four uniform sales added $4,078, and two book sales brought in 
$525.  Grandaddy’s Garden Tea Party netted an additional $200.  The two 
annual bake sales profited $1,730, with the special cinnamon roll sales 
profiting an additional $234. New in 2018 was a two-day sale in the 
hospital atrium by the Nutman Company in December.  Our commission 
on those proceeds was $406.  We hope to have him back in 2019! 
 The annual Holiday Bazaar is, of course, the biggest fundraiser of the 
year in terms of planning, implementation and profit.  The 2018 Bazaar 
added almost $18,500 to the coffers.  This is a compilation of money from 
raffle ticket sales, chili supper receipts, membership dues, and numerous 
vendor booths, including the Gift Shop.  Local business sponsorships and 
donations of goods and services also added substantially to the Bazaar 
profit. 

 Membership dues and chili supper tickets totaled $5,225. 

 Pictures with Santa raised a little over $440. 

 Although not a money-maker, the Children’s Booth entertained kids 
with cookie decorating, making Christmas ornaments, a PlayDoh 
center, coloring sheets, and face painting at no charge, so that 
parents could shop unencumbered. 

 The bakery booth brought in $1,537, in spite of the fact we didn’t offer 
pre-ordered cinnamon roll sales this year. 

 The Raffle, headed again this year by Jacque Hare and her hard-
working team, profited over $6,900. 

 Vendor booths provided an additional $500 

 The fabulous Silent Auction baskets provided by the various hospital 
departments brought in $1,625. 

 The Hospital Gift Shop, once again, proved to be a very popular place 
to shop.  The Shop features hip, stylish and fun merchandise at 
prices lower than you’ll find 
anywhere, and additionally offers 
special sales throughout the year.  
Sales from the Gift Shop booth at the 
Bazaar, coupled with shop receipts 
throughout the year, will enable the 
Gift Shop to contribute at least 
$20,000! 

 None of this could have been 
accomplished without the teamwork and 
dedication of our members in tandem with 
the continued support of the community 
— the “drops” in our “ocean.”  
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Auxiliary Gifts Life-Saving Equipment 

I n 2018, the Auxiliary purchased new adult CPR 
manikins with direct feedback for the Buckner 

Wellness Center. The four CPR manikins are 
equipped with a green light that flashes when the 
correct pressure, placement and pace are applied.  
They are being utilized on the Fitzgibbon campus to 
train new nurses and other licensed staff, as well as 
those who are up for renewal of their Heart Saver 
certification.   
   Sara Walker, Registered Dietician/Certified Diabetes 
Educator/BLS Instructor, thanks the Auxiliary for 
making such an important and expensive purchase for 
her department. 

 “A purchase like this helps prepare our staff to save 
lives,” said Walker. “The CPR manikins with direct 
feedback deliver the best possible training.  Since the 
manikins mimic a real person, they are much more 
realistic to use compared to the older model.  Students 
have to be more aggressive to get the green light 
feedback from the manikin.” 
 “It’s nice to see the green flashing lights, because it 
means you are doing a good job with your 
compressions,” said Julia Cody, CNA and trainee in the 
CPR class. 
 The American Heart Association announced that, in 
order to be certified in 2019, training would need to be 
done on the direct feedback model.  We purchased 
these manikins before their announcement. 
 “Having equipment that is up-to-date and gives the 
best interactions for certification, is priceless,” said 
Walker.  “I like knowing that we are training our staff on 
the best equipment to better save lives.”   
 CPR training at the Buckner Wellness Center 
averages 200 certifications each year for Fitzgibbon 
staff.  In addition, individual community members come 
to the center to train for their certifications.  

Julia Cody, CNA, does chest compressions      

on the manikin. CPR is a required course for 

hospital employees who work in areas          

with direct patient care. 

If you know of someone who would 

enjoy being a member of the 

Fitzgibbon Hospital Auxiliary 

Ambassadors, please contact Jodi 

Blumhorst or Ginger McGraw at the 

Fitzgibbon Auxiliary Office at 

(660) 886-7431, ext. 667. 
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Dear Members, 

 As I welcome 2019, I am excited!  

Excited for another year of opportunity in 

leading an organization that helps so 

many throughout our community.  Led by 

only volunteers who give from their 

hearts, the Fitzgibbon Hospital Auxiliary is 

truly a special organization. 

 Throughout the year, the Auxiliary 

hosts many fundraising events such as the 

annual garage sales, bake sales and the 

Holiday Bazaar — just to name a few.  

Through these fundraisers, the Auxiliary 

has been able to give over one million 

dollars back to our community hospital by 

awarding scholarships, providing 

registration fees for continuing education 

and granting department wish lists.  

 I want to invite you, our members, to 

attend the next Auxiliary Board meeting 

on February 13 at 1:00 pm when 

department wish lists are presented.  You 

will get to witness first-hand the 

presentations by department leaders who 

will explain the needs that will be met by 

the various pieces of equipment they 

propose we purchase.  It’s so rewarding to 

gain an appreciation of the importance of 

our organization and to see the benefit of 

your hard work throughout the year.  Just 

come to the second floor classroom #2 — 

you will be very welcome! 

 

Melisa Shanon, President 
Fitzgibbon Hospital Auxiliary Ambassadors  

  < Fitz Rehab continued from page 1 

mobility in his hand. He went 
on to complete mechanics 
school and today is fulfilling his 
dreams.   
   Another case involved an 
elderly woman who had, for 
many years, written several 
letters each month to soldiers 
abroad. When she had a 
stroke and lost the use of her 
hand she was saddened by the 
possibility that she would never 
be able to write another letter 
again. However, after months 
of therapy and with the use of 
an adaptive brace to hold the 
pen, she was able to pick up 
her pen and, once again, write 
her letters. 
   Vaillancourt expressed her 
appreciation to the Auxiliary by 
saying, “Thank you for every-
thing that you do to be able to 
send us to conferences that 
help to enhance our skill set 
with the newest techniques, so 
that we can give Fitzgibbon 
patients the best possible care. 
Because of your assistance, 
we are better able to manage 
more complex issues that 
come to our department.”  

Above: Vaillancourt holds a 
sheet of molding plastic that 

can be heated and shaped to 
form a custom-fitted brace 

for a patient’s wrist. 

 

Right: Vaillancourt 
demonstrates part of a meal 

kit purchased with Wish List 
funds. This kit helps Rehab 

staff teach patients how to 

use adaptive equipment for 
those with lost mobility due 

to injury or stroke. “We used 

to just show patients these 
items in a catalog and say, 

’You can order this. It might 
help you.’  Now, patients can 

test the products out before 

ordering.“ 
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THANK YOU 
to all of the 

volunteers who 
helped make the 

2018 Holiday Bazaar 
a huge success! 
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T he Gift Shop had a bustling December with the 12 Days of Christmas sale.  In January, Ginger McGraw and 
Jacque Hare shopped until they (almost literally) dropped at the Dallas Total Gift Market, and they are excited to 

share all of their finds!  Here are a few examples of the fun items that will be arriving for spring.  Most will make their 

debut at the Shopapalooza Sale on March 21 and 22.  

The Gift Shop has been approved to be the area’s exclusive retail shop 
for Simply Southern. If you don’t know about Simply Southern, just ask 
your children/grandchildren!  Best known for their distinctive t-shirts, the 

brand has branched out to novelty and other fashion items. We have 80 t-shirts, a 
few wallets and a fun assortment of koozies that will whet your appetite for more of 
this trendy, colorful brand. 

~ Gift Shop News continued on page 8 ~ 

We have some fun footwear headed our way! 
 

First, the SOCKS . . . If food could talk, who would its best friend be?  
Mac and cheese, pizza and beer, bacon and eggs, marshmallows and 
graham crackers, and many more combos team up to make the cleverest 
mismatched socks to brighten our days.  

Compression socks 
have already hit our 
gift shop shelves and 
are very popular. 
Gone are the days of 
ghastly white 
compression hose. 
Fun colors and 
patterns make these 
very practical socks 
more enticing for 
travelers and those 
who stand all day.  

Next, the SLIPPERS . . . Yoga? 
Gym? Travel? Leisure? Where will 
Futsoles take you? With a rubber, 
skid-resistant sole and soft sides, 
the Futsoles are perfect for 
wearing in the water, around the 
house, or wherever your feet need 
a little relief.  
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GIFT SHOP NEWS (continued) 

Sidewalk talk by Pavilion Gift Company is a 
sweet and sassy collection of onesies that 
feature light-hearted and edgier sentiments 
that everyone can relate to. We ordered a 
sampling of five styles that are sure to bring 
a smile to your face. 

A more 
sophisticated 

look is in 
store for the 

lucky little 
lady who 

wears her 
first little 

black dress. 

So. Many. Styles.  We have 
purses, wraps and jewelry 
arriving every day from the 
Dallas Market buying trip.  
There’s a color, size and style 
just right for everyone!  We’ve 
never carried this many purses 
and wraps before, so mark your 
calendars for March 21 and 22 
when The Gift Shop will be 
filled with spring fashion during 
the Shopapalooza!!  

Once again, we were able to take 
advantage of a huge Easter sale, so 
by February 20, the shop will be 
decorated in the cutest bunnies, 
chicks and eggs – all at big savings.   

located at 

 
 

7 N. Lafayette in Marshall 

5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

For more information, 

go to: 

www.fitzgibbon.org/ 

winedrop 
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Collective Goods Book Fair 
February 21 | 9 am - 4 pm 
February 22 | 7 am - 1 pm 
Fitz Atrium 
This is our easiest fundraiser — all you have to do is 
shop! Who doesn’t like that? The auxiliary receives a 
portion of every item sold, so bring your Easter, 
graduation, Mother’s Day and Father’s Day gift lists or 
pick up a few beach reads for those summer days 
ahead.   

SHOPAPALOOZA 
March 21 & 23 | 9 am - 6 pm | The Gift Shop 
The 7th annual Spring Sale Event will be Thurs., March 
21 and Fri., March 22.  Grab a shopping buddy and stop 
in for this fun debut of spring fashions, special pricing 
and drawings.  See page 10 for details! 

Uniform Sale | Fashion Avenue 
May 2 | 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. | Fitz Atrium 
Needing a new set of scrubs or a pair of comfy shoes? 
Fashion Avenue will be here to fulfill all of your needs. 
Did you know scrubs aren’t just for medical staff?  The 
stylish and affordable tops and pants can be worn by 
anyone and anywhere. Come out and take a look at 
their amazing selection! 

The Fling 2019, a tropical paradise 
April 12 | Jackson’s Event Center 

Join us on the 12th of April for a night of fun 
for a wonderful cause. This year, immerse 
yourself in the backdrop of a tropical para-
dise while you browse the Silent Auction, 
Wine & Whiskey Grab, Top Take and cock-
tails which begin at 5:30 p.m. Dinner ca-

tered by Jackson’s, LLC will be served at 7:00 pm.  The 
Live Auction will begin after dinner followed by dancing 
until 11:00 pm. We have many unique Silent and Live 
Auctions items and anticipate more! If you would like 
to donate auction items, please contact Donna Smith 

Auxiliary Annual Meeting 
Date TBD | 5:30 pm | St. Peter Parish Hall 
We’ll bet on our Volunteers!  Come celebrate with us 
at a Triple Crown/Kentucky Derby themed party, 
focused on our wonderful Auxiliary members. Don your 
favorite hat (or bow tie!) and dress for a Derby good 
time as we celebrate 53 years of Auxiliary support for 
Fitzgibbon Hospital. The food is always great, and the 
company is amazing! Watch the mail in April for your 
invitation. 

Grandaddy’s Garden Party 
May 2 | 5 - 7 pm  
Grandaddy’s Garden Greenhouse  
Mark your calendar for our annual fundraiser Garden 
Party at Grandaddy’s Garden. Enjoy lovely refresh-
ments as you shop gorgeous greenhouses full of herbs, 
roses, veggie plants, annuals and perennials. Julie gen-
erously gives the auxiliary a percentage of the sales for 
the entire day when you mention that you want to help 
the Auxiliary through your purchase. The staff will even 
help you plant the pots you bring from home!  

Valentine Bake Sale 
February 13 | Fitz Atrium 

Please bring your yummiest baked goods and 
snack mixes for our annual Valentine Bake 
Sale. You may drop them off at The Gift Shop 
on Tues., February 12 between 9 am and 6 

pm, or you may bring them to the Fitz Atrium by 8 am 
Wed., February 13.  Be sure to shop the sale for your 
Valentine goodies, too!  Annual Health Fair 

April 26 | 7 am - 10 am | Fitzgibbon Hospital 

 Blood tests at discounted prices 
 Free screenings and information 
 Sign up for the Patient Portal 

(660-229-7749), Jodi Blumhorst (660-815-1769) or 
Ginger McGraw at (660-620-2480) regarding the Silent 
Auction or Sarah Haug (660-815-5701) regarding the 
Live Auction.  Contact Jackie Finnegan (660-831-3850) 
to make your reservation. Your support helps the Fitz-
gibbon Foundation with special projects and helps ad-
vance our mission of improving the health of our com-
munity.  

The Nutman may be coming 
back just in time to fill those Easter 
baskets. Watch our Facebook page 
and emails for news of this event.  



May (dates to be determined)   
This sale will only feature spring/summer 
clothing and holiday items. If you would like 
to donate any items for this sale, contact Jodi 
Blumhorst (660-815-1769) to get information 
about when/where to bring your items. If you  
would like to be a little more involved in help-
ing the Auxiliary continue its good works, this 
would be an excellent avenue for your 
efforts. In addition to workers, much advance 
planning is needed to advertise, organize and 
set up the sales.  If you could help in ANY way 
with this project, it would be greatly appreci-
ated! Please start saving any items you would 
like to donate. Watch for more information in 
emails and at the annual meeting.  
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Father’s Day Bake Sale 
June 14 | 9 am - 1 pm  | Fitz Atrium 
Always a hit, the Father’s Day Bake Sale 
features yummy treats for the men in our 
lives. Mark your calendars now and watch for 
emails closer to the date.  

  (continued) 

Did you miss paying your dues?  If so, we hope this is an oversight because we know 
you are aware of the wonderful things the Auxiliary does for our community hospital 
and will want to continue to be a member. 

Not only does your membership help support Fitzgibbon Hospital, but members 
receive the Auxiliary Newsletter, an invitation to the Annual Member Dinner, a free 
influenza vaccine, and a 10% discount in The Gift Shop. Wow!  What a BARGAIN!  

Please return the form below with your $15 membership dues by MARCH 1st to ensure your name is 
included on our 2019 Auxiliary Membership Roll.   

Fitzgibbon Auxiliary Membership Dues 

NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE:  (HOME)___________________________________       (CELL)____________________________________ 

EMAIL:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please bring your dues and form to The Gift Shop or mail to:  Suzie Stallings, 209 E. Meadow Crest Ct., 

Marshall, MO 65340; please make checks payable to: “Fitzgibbon Auxiliary” 
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