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T he Fitzgibbon Hospital 

Auxiliary Ambassadors 

banquet is just a little over two 

months away, and it is hard to 

believe how fast the year has 

gone by.  Let me begin by 

saying thank you for everything 

you do, each and every day, 

with your acts of kindness, 

generosity, and service to our 

hospital.  Whether it is through 

Insulated Meal Cart 
purchased with 
Department Wish 
List Monies 
It takes a lot of bake sale pies and 
bazaar raffle tickets to buy a $1,600 
meal delivery cart, but the residents 
of The Living Center’s Memory Care 
Unit think it’s worth every penny!  

T hroughout the year, Auxiliary 
members provide delicious 

bake sale items, work at our annual 
Holiday Bazaar, volunteer in The 
Gift Shop, and enthusiastically 
support the book fairs, garage 
sales, and other fundraising events 
that provide the Auxiliary with funds 
for our projects.  The largest of our 
three yearly projects is the Department Wish List. Departments at 
Fitzgibbon are invited to request help from the Auxiliary in purchasing 
equipment that would make patients’ stays more comfortable. 

Among the requests last year was a wish for an insulated meal delivery 
cart for the Memory Care unit at The Living Center.   

“Our residents’ trays are plated in the hospital dietary department and 
transferred to the unit. Before we received the insulated meal cart, the 
trays were transported on open shelve carts.  The food was often cold by 
the time it got to our residents,” said Theresia Metz, Administrator of The 
Living Center.  

Metz went on to explain that it often takes a little longer for memory care 
residents to get seated and settled for their meals, and they are used to 
eating meals at home where the food comes right from the stove to the 
table. Cold food just doesn’t taste good to them. Some memory care 
residents don’t have much of an appetite, and encouraging them to eat is 
much more effective when the food is warm. 

“When I first started as the Administrator of The Living Center, I looked at 
past surveys of our residents.  Many of these surveys identified cold food 
as a potential improvement. I learned about the Auxiliary’s Department 
Wish List and decided to apply for an insulated meal cart.  Thankfully, the 
Auxiliary board approved the request, and now the residents get hot 
meals,” said Metz. 

“About 60% of nursing home residents’ waking hours are spent at the 
table,” Metz explained. “That’s one of the few places where they still 
have choices, and the social time associated with meals is so important.  

Dietary staff member, Lisa Thomas, 
loads a meal tray in the insulated 

meal cart bound for the Memory 
Care Unit at TLC. 

Dr. Darin Haug 
Fitzgibbon Hospital 

President & CEO 
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the smiles you provide at the 

front door and The Gift Shop or 

through the many fundraising 

events held throughout the 

year, we are so very blessed as 

an organization for all that you 

do. 

One of the most significant 

ways the Auxiliary Ambassadors 

have helped us over the years is 

through the provision of 

scholarships for those who wish 

to enter the healthcare field 

and/or advance their education 

to a higher level.  These 

scholarships allow students and 

staff to realize their potential 

and provide a way for them to 

reach their goals.  This, in turn, 

provides such a benefit for the 

Fitzgibbon Hospital community.  

Thank you, again, for such a 

successful year in helping us 

achieve our mission of 

improving the health of our 

community.  See you at the 

banquet on May 7th. 

THE AUXILIAN 

 Dr. Darin Haug 

You Can’t Whistle a Symphony 
by Suzie Stallings, Treasurer  

L ike the Energizer Bunny, the Fitzgibbon Hospital Auxiliary has “kept 
on going” in its 52nd year of fulfilling its mission to render volunteer 

service to Fitzgibbon Hospital and its patients. 

The Auxiliary is a working example of H. E. Luccock’s words, “No one can 
whistle a symphony; it takes a whole orchestra to play it,” with each 
member contributing to the hours of planning and implementing our 
fundraising projects and activities. In partnership with Fitzgibbon Hospital, 
the Auxiliary supports requests from departments throughout the hospital 
for “Wish List” items, scholarships for nurses and students in the 
healthcare field, and staff requests for continuing-education conferences 
and in-services. It is through our fundraising events throughout the year 
that the monies are raised to fund these requests.  To elaborate on a few: 

 In 2017 the Auxiliary again sponsored a rummage sale which raised 
$2,674. 

 Four uniform sales added $3,935, and book fair sales brought in 
$655.   

 Grandaddy’s Garden Tea Party netted an additional $300. 

 In spite of its being one of the hottest days of the summer, our booth 

at “A Day in the Park” profited $95. 

 The annual Bazaar is, of course, the biggest fundraiser of the year, 
both in terms of planning and implementation and profit. The 2017 
Bazaar added over $23,000 to the coffers from raffle ticket sales, 
chili supper receipts, membership dues, and numerous booths.  
Local business sponsorships and donations of goods and services 
also added substantially to the Bazaar profit. 

 Membership dues and chili supper tickets totaled $5,625; 

 The Children’s Booth entertained kids with cookie decorating, 
making Christmas ornaments, a PlayDough center, coloring 
sheets, face painting and a guessing game at no charge so that  
parents could shop unencumbered; 

 Our “Pictures with Santa” booth raised over $420; 

 The bakery booth brought in $1,260 in spite of the fact we were 
not able to offer pre-ordered cinnamon roll sales as in past years; 

 The Raffle, headed again this year by Jacque Hare and her  hard
-working committee, profited over $7,000; 

 Vendor booths provided an additional $542; 

 Winning bids for the wonderful array of Silent Auction baskets 
provided by the various hospital departments brought in just short 
of $1,400. 

 The Hospital Gift Shop, thanks to the exceptional buying and 
marketing skills of Ginger McGraw and Donna Smith, has proven to 
be a very popular spot to shop.  It features “happening” 
merchandise at rock bottom prices, augmented by special sales 
throughout the year.  The booth at the Bazaar offered a wide variety 
of items, and through those sales and shop receipts throughout the 
year, the Gift Shop will contribute over $19,380! 

None of this could have been accomplished without teamwork among our 
members and the continued support of the community – the “orchestra” 
for our “symphony”. 
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Continuing Education Seminar leads to Partnership    
with Marshall Public Schools 

“We never know which lives we influence, or when, or why.” - Stephen King 
When you joined the Auxiliary, did you realize your influence would be felt beyond 

the walls and halls of Fitzgibbon Hospital? 

A  portion of the funds Auxilians raise throughout the year goes to 
pay registration fees for seminars, workshops, and courses the 

staff wish to attend to continue their education.  These classes help 
staff stay informed, inspired, and connected and often lead to new 
programs that help our community.  Staff members fill out a request, 
gain approval from the Auxiliary board, and report back to the board 
after attending the class. The staff members’ appreciation for the 
opportunity to learn and improve their skills is evident in their 
enthusiastic reports. 

Jeana Pointer, Physical Therapist, requested the Auxiliary pay 
registration fees for a seminar entitled “Brain Rules for Pediatric 
Treatment”, a six hour course in Overland Park, Kansas. Pointer 
was set to begin providing services to schools and felt she needed 
more education in this area as she would be working with children 
with congenital disorders in a new partnership between Fitzgibbon 
Hospital and Marshall Public Schools. 

“Dr. Haug wants Fitzgibbon Hospital to be receptive to the needs in 
our community, and he reached out to the schools to find out what 
the needs were,” said Pointer   

Pointer said the seminar focused on factors that influence the 
development and function of the brain. Her “big take-away” was how 
movement impacts the brain’s ability to function. 

“Different body positions can increase a child’s attention and 
alertness or calm a child down so he/she is more receptive to 
physical therapy,” Pointer explained. “A prone position increases 
alertness, and exercises that cross the body’s midline increase the 
ability to focus on a task.”  In addition, Pointer pointed out that a high 
interest activity such as putting a puzzle together, increases the 
child’s willingness to participate.   

Pointer currently serves twelve students from pre-school to high school with their physical therapy needs. When 
asked about success stories, Pointer emphasized that early intervention results in better outcomes. 

“When I began working with a four year old in the fall of 2016, he could only walk ten to fifteen steps and needed 
help to pull up,” said Pointer.  “Now, he is running, kicking balls, and can climb stairs with just a stand-by assist.”   

Pointer has a degree in Physical Therapy from Rockhurst University and has worked at Fitzgibbon Hospital for 15 
years.  About 50% of her clients are pediatric – up from 10% before the partnership with Marshall Public Schools. 
After attending the seminar, she feels techniques she learned help the students transition from their classes to 
their therapy sessions more quickly, and that has helped her be more effective.  The ability to calm a child or 
increase his/her alertness through body positioning is critical to taking advantage of every minute of the therapy 
session. 

Pointer expressed her appreciation of the Auxiliary’s Continuing Education Fund. 

“New therapies with proven successful results are being added in every field of medicine,” stated Pointer. “We 
want to provide the best care possible at Fitzgibbon Hospital, so being able to attend workshops, seminars, and 
courses to stay current is so important in that effort. I’d like to thank every Auxiliary member for making my 
Continuing Education possible.”  

Fitzgibbon 

Physical 

Therapist 

Jeana Pointer 

uses puzzles 

to increase 

motivation   

for side-

stepping 

practice 
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T he 2017 Holiday Bazaar was once again packed full of activities for people 

of all ages.  In addition to the traditional chili and soup supper, the Bazaar 

featured craft vendors, raffles and a silent auction, face painting and the 

appearance of Santa Claus.   

THANK YOU to all of the volunteers who helped make the 

2017 Holiday Bazaar a huge success! 
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O ur recent buying trip to Dallas was a big success as we found wonderful new lines in fashion, gifts, holiday, and 
décor.  New items for The Gift Shop are arriving almost daily, and we are excited to share our finds with our 

customers!  Some items are already on The Gift Shop’s shelves, but many will debut at Shopapalooza: A Spring 

Shopping Event on March 22 and 23.  Come check out what The Gift Shop has to offer!  

Here is a sneak preview of a few of our recent finds:  

FITZGIBBON HOSPITAL AUXILIARY AMBASSADORS 
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The cutest chicks, bunnies, lambs, and more 

will be hitting The Gift Shop shelves on February 15.  
From muslin and burlap to shiny and glittery, there is 
something for everyone.  Whether you’re looking to 
decorate your table and mantle or hoping to fill a little 
one’s Easter basket, you are sure to find something 
special here.  

~ Gift Shop News continued on page 6 ~ 

We have more 

cell phone ring/easels on 
the way if you 
didn’t get one of 
the first 96 we 
sold in the shop!  

 

Imagine 90 assorted wraps/ponchos/capes, 50 colorful scarves, 80 beautiful 

purses, and scores of new jewelry waiting for the Shopapalooza – just in time for spring!  
New lines and favorite vendors offer an abundance of colors, styles, and fabrics to suit all 
your needs . . . and WANTS!  In addition, we have readers with dark shades that attach 

cumbersome purse, 
micro-suede palm tree caps in beautiful seaside colors, jewelry in 
luscious spring shades, and cozy wraps that roll up like a rose into their 
own pouch – perfect for the car, the theatre, or your office. We are 
especially excited about the Heartfelt Emotions charm bracelets 
because the mixed metal charms are exquisite with fun and poignant 
phrases. Mariana, David Yurman, and Kendra Scott inspired jewelry is 
already in The Gift Shop at great prices. The trends for spring include 
small square scarves to knot kerchief style around your neck or wrap 
around your wrist or purse handle to add a bold pop of color. The 
Shopapalooza will be busting with all the fun new styles. 

We haven’t forgotten the little ones.  Onesies with cute 

sayings, gold lamé diaper covers, and fun hats adorn The Gift Shop 
shelves, and “My First Little Black Dress” outfits are back in stock.  
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Dear Members, 

 In 1988 Ann Stapleton called wanting to re-
energize the Auxiliary.  She asked me to be an 
officer on the Auxiliary Board.  I was hesitant, but I 
said, “Yes.”  2018 marks the end of my service on 
the board for eighteen years, four years as 
president.  For two years, I was not on the board, 
and I missed the friendship and knowing what was 
happening. Today, while the members are more in 
the know with e-mail, texting, and newsletters, 
there’s nothing like hearing the reports from 
Continuing Education recipients to really 
appreciate how much the Auxiliary’s support 
matters to our community. 
 Please let me know of your interest in serving as 
an officer of our Auxiliary.  Here’s hoping when 
asked to be on the board, you will say “yes”, as I 
did.  It is very rewarding to see how the Auxiliary 
makes a difference at the hospital and to 
experience the friendships you gain.  Donna, 
Ginger and Jackie are great people to work with.  
They coordinate and do a lot for the Auxiliary and 
hospital.   I have had awesome people on the 
board to work with and members to jump in to 
help with bake sales, uniform sales, the Holiday 
Bazaar, and much more.  Thank you to all!   
 At the February board meeting we will be 
listening to the departments deliver their requests 
for the Wish List.  It is a gratifying experience to 
disburse monies earned by the Auxiliary members.  
At the annual meeting and volunteer appreciation 
dinner provided by the hospital, the auxiliary will 
get to vote on the board’s Wish List proposal.   
 The board is working on having two garage sales 
this year.  One during the spring/summer and the 
second one in the fall.  Please save items for this 
event.  If you can help with any aspect of these 
sales, please let me or Donna or Ginger know.  As 
the old adage goes, “Many hands make light work.” 
 Again, thank you for your help during my time as 
president, and let’s work together to continue the 
important support we offer Fitzgibbon Hospital. 
  

 Marty 
Marty Webster, President 
Fitzgibbon Hospital Auxiliary Ambassadors  

FITZGIBBON HOSPITAL AUXILIARY AMBASSADORS 

GIFT SHOP NEWS (continued) 

Signs are still very strong in 

décor, and we have some great ones on their way.  
Bookmarks, cosmetic bags, and magnets with the 
theme “Hot Girls Read” are coming, and an entire 
collection of bicycle, camper and van gifts are already 
on display in The Gift Shop. Car coasters for your cup 
holders make great gifts, and men will find we have 
more items for them, too. Wallets with phone banks 
and credit card sized multi-tools are already in The 
Gift Shop, and money clips and pocket tools will be 
here soon.  You will enjoy carrying your lunch in 
insulated bags that look like old wrinkled brown bags – 
too cute!   

  < Meal Cart continued from page 1 

We want to make meal time a pleasant experience for 
all of our residents.” 

Metz readily shared how she feels about the Auxiliary 
Department Wish List project. 

“I just don’t know how to put it in words.  I have read a 
lot about the history of The Living Center which turned 
20 years old in 2017.  In 1997, The Living Center 
replaced the old Saline County Rest Home, and when 
the residents came from there to TLC, every resident 
found a brand new shiny wheelchair that the Auxiliary 
had purchased for them,” said Metz.  “Records show 
that residents felt like they were on vacation!  I believe 
it is a beautiful legacy that twenty years later, the 
Auxiliary is still showing their loving support for our 
residents.”  



Spring/Summer Rummage Sale 
May 3, 4 & 5   
The Auxiliary Board decided to try two rummage sales 
in 2018 – one to feature only spring and summer cloth-
ing and holiday items and another in the late summer/
early fall that will feature only fall and winter clothing 
and holiday items. If you would like to be a little more 
involved in helping the Auxiliary continue its good 
works, this would be an excellent avenue for your 
efforts. In addition to workers, much advance planning 
is needed to find a location, advertise, and set up the 
sales.  If you could help in ANY way with this project, 
please let Donna or Ginger know ASAP.  Please save 
your items to donate and watch for more information 
at the annual meeting.  

Collective Goods Book Fair 
February 20 | 10 am - 5 pm 
February 21 | 7 am - 1 pm 
Fitz Atrium 
This is our easiest fundraiser:  all you have to do is 
shop!  Who doesn’t like that?  The auxiliary receives a 
portion of every item sold, so bring your Easter, 
graduation, Mother’s Day, and Father’s Day lists and 
pick up a few beach reads for those summer days, too.   

SHOPAPALOOZA 
March 22 & 23 | 9 am - 6 pm 
The Gift Shop 
The 6th annual Spring Sale Event will be Thursday, 
March 22 and Friday, March 23.  Grab a shopping 
buddy and stop in for this fun debut of spring fashions, 
special pricing, and drawings.  See page 8 for details! 
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Valentine Bake Sale 
February 13 | Fitz Atrium 

Please bring your tastiest baked goods and 
snack mixes for our annual Valentine Bake 
Sale.  You may drop them off at The Gift 
Shop on Monday, February 12 from 9:00  

am to 6:00 pm, or you may bring them to the Fitz 
Atrium by 8:00 am Tuesday, February 13.  Be sure to 
shop the sale for your Valentine goodies, too!  

The Fling, a gala celebration 
April 13 | Martin Community Center 
Join us on Friday the 13th of April.  A bewitching mas-
querade theme will be the backdrop for the Silent Auc-
tion, Wine & Whiskey Grab, Top Take, and Cocktails 
which begin at 5:30 pm.  Dinner catered by Jackson’s, 
LLC will be served at 7:00 pm.  The Live Auction will 
begin after dinner followed by dancing until 11:00 pm.  
We have many unique quality Silent and Live Auctions 
items and anticipate many more!  If you would like to 
donate auction items, please contact Donna Smith 
(660-229-7749) or Ginger McGraw at (660-620-2480) 
regarding the Silent Auction or Sarah Haug (660-815-
5701) regarding the Live Auction.  Contact Jackie Fin-
negan (660-831-3850) to make your reservation. Your 
support helps the Fitzgibbon Foundation and special 
projects and helps advance our mission of improving 
the health of our community.  

Auxiliary Annual Meeting 
May 7 | 5:30 pm | St. Peter Parish Hall 
Surf’s up! Don your Bermuda shorts or bikini for a 
beachy good time as we celebrate the 52nd year of 
Auxiliary support for Fitzgibbon Hospital. The food is 
always great, and the company is amazing!  Watch the 
mail in April for your invitation.  

Annual Health Fair 
April 27 | 7 am - 10 am | Fitzgibbon Hospital 

Grandaddy’s Garden Party 
May 2 | 5 - 7 pm 
Grandaddy’s Garden Greenhouse  
Mark your calendar for our annual fundraiser Garden 
Party at Grandaddy’s Garden. Enjoy lovely refresh-
ments as you shop gorgeous greenhouses full of herbs, 
roses, veggie plants, annuals, and perennials. Julie gen-
erously gives the auxiliary a percentage of the sale for 
the entire day when you mention that you want to 
help the Auxiliary through your purchase.  The staff 
will even help you plant the pots you bring with you!  

Father’s Day Bake Sale 
June 15 | 8 am - sold out  | Fitz Atrium 
Always a hit, the Father’s Day Bake Sale features 
yummy treats for the men in our lives. Mark your 
calendars now and watch for emails closer to the time.  

 Blood tests at discounted prices 
 Free screenings and information 
 Sign up for the NEW Patient Portal 
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